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Pearl Harbor Impact on Swiss Postal History 
by Charles J. LaBlonde, CPhH, FRPSL 

 Students of Swiss World War II postal history know that for three days days in December 1941 

Swiss outbound air mail to the USA was censored by the Germans. But this practice terminated as quickly 

as it had started. Our objective here is to let the mail from the period explain this odd behavior. 

Up to December 6, 1941:  With war swirling around them the Swiss PTT had only one objective --- to 

keep the mail moving as efficiently as possible. Despite the war Switzerland was doing substantial 

business abroad. The USA, for its part, did not want its mail to be opened by the Axis and Switzerland had 

established a well-functioning system to comply with USA desires, so long as the USA remained neutral.   

True, the US mail did transit Germany, but the neutrality of the USA was respected and the mail was not 

opened there. 

 Switzerland outbound air mail to the USA was collected, bagged and tagged at the Basel 2 post 

office. This mail left Basel on the 0504 train for the Zürich-Dübendorf Airport where it was loaded onto the 

Swissair flight to Stuttgart and Berlin that departed every workday at 0820.   
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Fig. 1.  December 8, 1941 cover from Zürich to New York, showing both German and British censorship 
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The Lufthansa German airline operated a workday flight from Berlin to Lisbon, calling at Stuttgart, Barce-

lona (where the aircraft remained overnight) and Madrid along the way. The northbound Swissair flight 

arrived in Stuttgart at 1005 and the southbound Lufthansa flight arrived there at 1145. The mail was 

transferred from Swissair to Lufthansa. Covers from 6 December 1941 show that all was operating normal-

ly. 

December 7, 1941 - This was Sunday and I have no letters postmarked on this day. Such would have been 

odd but not impossible, of course. There could have been mail marked at train stations, for example. At the 

time of the attack in Hawaii it was already early evening in Switzerland. 

December 8, 1941 - The Monday morning flights as described above probably operated as normal.  There 

might have been rumors of the events in the Pacific, but perhaps not enough information yet to alter the 

routine since the actual US declaration of war was still several days off.  However, letters postmarked later 

on this day begin to tell a different story.   

 Figure 1 (on page 1) shows a letter of December 8, 1941 from the Zürich main post office to New 

York City, correctly paid at 30 centimes basic postage + 140 centimes air mail surcharge (5-10 grams) = 

170 centimes total. The large, black route marking, Basel 2, was unique to Zürich during the war. The re-

verse of this letter exhibits German opening and resealing by the Frankfurt censor office (Code e). The oth-

er censor opening (number 2014) was made later by the British in Bermuda. The letter was postmarked at 

1800 and sent to Basel. Early the next day it would have followed the usual route, except that in Stuttgart, 

after it had been handed over to the Germans, it took a detour to the Frankfurt censor office before contin-

uing on its way to Lisbon. 

 Figure 2 shows an even more interesting (if slightly beat up) example because it was registered and 

allows us to determine transit time. It was postmarked Zürich 17 Wipkingen at 1900 on December 8, 1941 

and destined for Hollywood. The postage was 30 centimes for the basic letter + 30 centimes for registration 

+ 70 centimes air mail surcharge (3 grams) = 130 centimes total. It too went to Basel overnight and started 

its journey on the Tuesday early morning flight. It suffered the same fate in Germany, with censorship in 

Frankfurt. The registration markings show us that it did not arrive in New York until February 24, 1942. 

To add interest, it was examined by the US Censor who probably wanted to see what the German censor 

had done! 

December 9, 1941 - The mail postmarked Tuesday and shipped early Wednesday looks the same as the 

day before. But, possibly by now the Swiss were realizing that something bad was happening. 

December 10, 1941 - This was a most interesting Wednesday --- we see the first signs that things were 

changing. A letter from the Zürich main post office, postmarked at 1100, received the Frankfurt censor 

treatment. A letter from the small town of Biasca (Ticino), postmarked at 1000, did not, nor did a letter 

postmarked 1900 from Chêne-Bourg. May we speculate that because these small towns were farther from 

Basel than was Zürich, by the time their mail reached Basel, Switzerland had made the decision to change 

the routing?  These two letters made it through without German censorship.        (Continued on page 13) 

    
Fig. 2.  Registered December 8, 1941 cover from Zürich to Hollywood.  To add interest, it was examined by the by the Germans, 
by the British in Bermuda (Code I.C.), and by US Censor Number 2311 who probably wanted to see what the Germans and the 
British had done!.  It arrived in New York February 24, 1942. 
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All AHPS Trustees Are 

Nominated for Reelection 
The AHPS Nominating Committee, ap-

pointed in August by President Bob Zeigler, has 

nominated all present members of the Board of 

Trustees for reelection to their same positions for 

the two-year terms starting in January. They are: 

For president, Bob Zeigler. 

For vice president, Roger Heath. 

For secretary, Dick Hall. 

For treasurer, Bruce Marsden. 

For regional trustee (west), Dana Nielsen. 

For regional trustee (central), Mike Peter. 

For regional trustee (east), Rudy Keller. 

If Bob is reelected president, Harlan Stone 

will remain immediate past president and a mem-

ber of the board. 

AHPS members will receive an election bal-

lot with the 2013 dues notice by early December. 

Serving on the nominating committee have 

been Harlan, chairman; George Struble, Tell edi-

tor; and Bill Lucas, also a past president.  

 

President’s Column 

As this year winds down into the holidays, 

AHPS has had wonderful success.  The Society's 

accomplishments would be the envy of a philatelic 

organization ten times our size, and represent an 

incredible bargain to its members for the nominal 

expense of your dues. 

Think about it:   

1)  Our handbook Philately of Switzerland, edited 

by Dick Hall, received Large Gold at NABA Stans, 

and is down to just a handful of unsold copies; 

2)  Ernie Bergman's monograph on Switzerland in 

World War II was distributed to all members as an 

added benefit of membership in March; 

3)  We have formed a Regional Group in the Pacific 

Northwest; 

4)  We had a very successful convention at 

WESTPEX, thanks to Harlan Stone, Bruce 

Marsden, and Dale and Edie Eggen; 

     (Continued on page 15)  

AHPS at NABA Stans 
by George Struble 

A NABA show is an event, and several 

AHPS members had the good fortune to participate 

and soak it all in.  There were hundreds of frames 

of excellent exhibits, including a number by our 

members; you can 

read about those 

in a separate arti-

cle.  There were 

only a modest 

number of deal-

ers, but they 

brought good 

stuff. 

Stans is not very big, but it is only a twen-

ty-minute train ride from Luzern.  The show was 

held at a sports complex outside town, but there 

were free shuttle buses to take us from the train 

station or from a parking lot. 

  (Continued on page 10) 

 

AHPS Handbook Wins 

Large Gold at NABA 

Stans 
Philately of Switzerland – An Introductory 

Handbook received one of the four large gold med-

als that AHPS members won for Swiss-related ex-

hibits at NABA Stans, the Swiss national 

exhibition during October 4-7. Richard Hall earned 

this top award for coordinating and editing text 

and illustrations from 31 society members (includ-

ing himself), creating both a guide for new collec-

tors and a reference for more advanced collectors. 

In the NABA literature class a second AHPS book, 

The Industrielle Kriegswirtschaft Issue of Switzer-

land 1918-1919 by Michael Peter, won a gold. The 

late Ralph Soderberg was co-author, and Dick Hall 

the editor and graphic designer.  

I trust that the lateness of this issue of TELL 

did not inconvenience you.  My wife and I had a 

wonderful time in Europe, and I have tried to 

finish this issue quickly on our return.  – Ed. 

 
Photo courtesy J-P Bach 

 
Photo courtesy J-P Bach 
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Winning large golds in 

three of the 13 other competitive 

exhibit classes were Jan Topholm 

for Cantonals, Rayons and 

Strubels, which also earned a spe-

cial prize for the best entry in tra-

ditional philately up to 1900; 

Harlan Stone for postal envelopes 

1867-1886, which also received a 

special prize (a fine Swiss watch!) 

for the best entry of postal station-

ery; and Michael Peter for Swiss 

Zeppelin mail to South America 

1930-1937. 

Winning golds were George 

Struble for airmail up to 1939, 

Harlan Stone for postage due 

charges on international mail 1859-1907, and Mike 

Peter for the IKW issue. 

Rolf Weggler won a large vermeil for Zurich 

fiscal stamps, Bruce Marsden a large silver for Pro 

Juventute 1912-1913, and Jean-Paul Jaccard a 

large silver for Stamp Day in Switzerland. 

Harlan Stone was one of seven invited ex-

hibitors to show the Perforated Sitting Helvetia in 

a special non-competitive section highlighting that 

issue’s 150th anniversary.  

Other invited exhibits included Ian 

Gilchrist’s mail between Switzerland and Colom-

bia using the SCADTA Airline 1923-1937. 

AHPS donated its Sophie Buser Memorial 

Youth Award, which went to Florent Chèvre for his 

display of Pro Juventute 1931-1966 (see separate 

article). 

 

Other Recent Winners 

 Ernest Bergman and Richard Hall, Switzer-

land in World War II (literature), NAPEX 12, ver-

meil. 

 Charles “Chic” Bertolacci, “The 

Kasimir Issues of Liechtenstein, 1920-

1925”, SEAPEX, vermeil 

 Ian Gilchrist, "International Red 

Cross Tracing Labels 1914-1919", Asso-

ciation of British Philatelic Societies 

(ABPS) National Exhibition 12 (Perth, 

Scotland), large gold, special prize; 

"Tracing Labels World War II", ABPS, 

large gold, special prize; "Mail Between 

Switzerland and Colombia Using the 

SCADTA Airline 1923-1937", 

INDONESIA 12, vermeil; ABPS Na-

tional Exhibition 12 (Perth, Scotland), 

large gold. 

 Roger Heath, “Swiss Flexible-Head 

Cancelers Invented by de Coppet”, 

SEAPEX Gold; “Swiss Made Cancelers Used in 

Latin America 1881-1936”, SEAPEX Silver-bronze 

 Heinrich Heissinger, “Durheim Period 1850-

54”, STAMPSHOW 12, C of C prix d’honneur 

(gold). 

 Charles LaBlonde, “Suspension of U.S. Mail to 

Switzerland 1942-45” (l-frame), STAMPSHOW 12, 

silver; "Suspension of U.S. Mail to Switzerland 

1942-1945" (literature), ABPS (Perth), vermeil; 

Post D-Day Swiss Mail to/from Great Britain and 

the Americas (literature), ABPS (Perth), vermeil. 

 Michael Peter, IKW Issue (literature), 

STAMPSHOW 12, vermeil. 

 Harlan Stone, “Domestic Postage Due Charges 

1862-1960s”, STAMPSHOW 12, gold; “Interna-

tional Postage Due Charges 1859-1907”, 

STAMPSHOW 12, gold. 

 George Struble, :Swiss Airmail up to 1939”, 

SEAPEX Gold, Reserve Grand Award, AHPS 

Bronze 

 

 
Harlan Stone with some of his 
awards – photo courtesy J-P Bach 
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How the Blind used the Post  

in Switzerland from 1905 
by Gavin Fryer RDP, FRPSL 

The Universal Postal Union surveys 

At the Universal Postal Union Congress of Lisbon held on 21 March 1885 it was decided that the 

printed matter category of mail should include all matter with raised points for the blind (Braille).  Effec-

tive from 1 April 1886 Article XVII of the Regulations approved under the Treaty of Lisbon 1886 stated 

that papers on which relief points were impressed were equated with printed matter. The earliest postal 

arrangement made by the Swiss Post Office specifically for the blind was in 1905.  

Federal Councillor Zemp, head of the Swiss 

Federal Post Department in 1905, instigated postal 

support for the Lending Library for the Blind in 

Switzerland by exempting the Library from paying 

postage on its correspondence and on consignments 

of books weighing less than 2kg.  This was the first 

step toward the franchise enjoyed by the blind today 

for sending up to 7kg free of postage1. 

Surveys by the UPU in 1906-07 collected da-

ta about postal rates for material for the blind, 

worldwide2 3. Many postal authorities responded by 

saying that either they had never seen an item spe-

cifically for the blind, or the only tariff that would 

apply if they saw an example would be the tariff for 

transmission of printed paper. The respective de-

tails supplied by postal administrations for the UPU were developed in the form of specific postal tariffs 

during many years as each postal authority introduced specific tariffs for the blind. Some gave concessions 

– even a complete franchise – at the start of recognition of the needs of the blind, as was the case in Cana-

da in 1898 and two years later in Australia and New Zealand. Others took years bringing their tariff into 

line with the Franchise specified by the UPU Treaty in 1964.   

The UPU Convention signed in Vienna on 10 July 1964 included Art. 9 providing that, subject to 

the application of the provisions of Art. 54.2 re-

lating to air surcharges, literature for the blind 

shall be exempt from postage, and special 

charges for registration, advice of delivery, ex-

press, inquiry and cash-on-delivery.  This was 

the first formal franchise incorporated into the 

UPU Postal Convention effective from 1 Janu-

ary 1966. In practice many members of the 

UPU took their time to fall into line with the 

terms of the Convention. This meant that a 

number of countries continued to charge for 

postage on letters sent by the blind for a num-

ber of years until gradually nearly all admin-

istrations provided free postage for the blind in 

accordance with the Franchise.  

At the UPU Convention signed in Tokyo 

on 14 November 1969 the points agreed in Vi-

enna were re-promulgated with altered cross-

references, and included Art. 15 providing that, 

subject to the application of the provisions of 

 
Fig. 1.  1914, 14 July, Switzerland 5 rappen rate on Braille card 
in envelope from Wolfgang to Freiburg im Baden 

 
Fig. 2.   1917, 11 July, Austria to Switzerland, the Journal Öster-
reichische Blindenzeitung  mailed at the printed paper rate for the 
blind for 3

rd
 weight step in Austria because the domestic tariff was 9 

heller instead of 5 heller for the foreign rate per 50 grams, intro-
duced on 1 November 1906. The sender prepaid the domestic rate 
and the addressee in Zürich had to pay the rate for cross border 
mail into Switzerland, resulting in a postage due charge of 12 cen-
times, (double the deficiency of 15h for foreign rate = 3 x 5h less 3 x 

3h [prepaid] = 6 h). This item of mail was sent in July 1917 so it was 
caught up in WWI censorship as shown by the red rectangular cen-
sor cachet. (There are other examples of this newspaper wrapper; 
however, this example is in very fine condition and has the added 
dimension of WWI censorship.) 
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Art. 56.2 relating to air surcharges, literature for the blind shall be exempt from postage, and from special 

charges for registration, advice of delivery, express, inquiry and cash-on-delivery.   
 

Swiss Postal Rates for the Blind 

The particulars from a number of countries about their postal service for the blind were summa-

rized in UPU Circulars addressed to Postal Administrations between 13 October 1906 and 24 May 1907; in 

Switzerland, mail for the blind could be sent under band or some other method that facilitated easy inspec-

tion at reduced tariff for printed matter: 

  2 centimes up to 50g 

  5 centimes above 50g up to 250g 

10 centimes over 250g up to 500g 

In 1921 Switzerland started special postal rates for the Blind: previous to that date printed matter 

rates applied. Free postage on mail for the blind in Switzerland took effect on 1 January 1996.  Mail for the 

blind is sometimes called cécogrammes, and the term is sometimes found as a marking on such mail.  The 

Swiss rates are summarized in Table 1. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1.  Switzerland – Rates  1905 to Date 

Cécogramme / Articles for the Blind 

Date Rate Weight interval Max weight 

In 1905 Rates for Printed Matter applied 

but Lending Library for the Blind was exempt for weight up 

to 2kg 

UPU Circular of 13 July 1906 stated that in Switzerland mail for the blind was 

sent as though printed matter at the following tariff: 

   2 centimes    up to   50g 

   5 centimes   above   50g up to 250g       see Fig. 1  

 10 centimes   above 250g up to 500g 

1922 5 rappen 1000g 5 kg 

1935 3 rappen 1000g 5 kg 

1939 3 rappen 1000g 7kg 

1 Jan 1954 FREE of postage 

 
Fig. 3.  1943, 3 November, Switzerland card sent by regis-
tered post on behalf of the Home for the Blind at Aarburg for 
recovery of debt amounting to CHF 41.65 by the Post Office: 
sent to St Moritz where this demand for payment was refused 
by Madame Comby, a valid response in certain circumstances 

 
Fig. 4.  1947, 15 August, Switzerland 3 rappen 1936 Land-
schaftsbilder Staubachfall stamp, the rate for up to 1 kg, sent 
to Zürich. (This was a very common stamp taken off wrappers 
and other low rated items of mail. However, a single used for 
the purpose of posting for the blind is extremely scarce.) 
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Swiss Welfare Organizations for the Blind 

Welfare organizations were issued franchise stamps for their correspondence.  Each was allocated a 

number so that usage of the stamps could be tracked.  There were hundreds of such organizations, of which 

19 were established for the benefit of the blind4.  These organizations, their numbers, and dates of use are 

summarized in Table 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2.  Swiss Welfare Organizations 

Established for the benefit of the Blind 
Canton  

and Name of Organization 

Small  

control 

numbers 

Large  

control 

numbers 

Period of 

Use 

Aargau  

Aarg. Blindenfursorge 

  

658 

 

1937-39 

Basel 

Blindenheim 

 

212 

 

 

 

1911-22 

Bern Stadt                               See Fig. 6 

Blindenfürsorgeverein mit Blindenheim 

 

141 

 

337 

 

1911-43 

Berner Ortschaften 

Privatblindenanstalt Koniz 

(see below from 1921) 

Privatblindenanstalt Spiez-Faulensee, 

(previously in Koniz) 

 

128 

 

 

128 

 

 

 

 

336 

 

1911-20 

 

 

1921-32 

Graubunden  

Blinden-Kommission der Gemeinnützigen 

Gesellschaft 

 

 

 

 

 

1130 

 

 

1934-37 

Luzern 

Blindenfürsorgeverein 

 

561 

 

726 

 

1912-42 

Solothurn 

Blindenfürsorgeverein 

 

597 

 

 

 

1912-15 

St Gallen Kanton                    See Fig. 5 

Ostschweiz Blindenfürsorgeverein 

(see 1063II below) 

Blinden-Altersheim Heiligkreuz  

Schweiz. Zentralverein fur das 

Blindenwesen (Heiligkreuz-Langgass) 

Blinden-Altersasyl Heiligkreuz 

 

Ostschweizer Blindenheim 

 

402 

 

 

 

 

402 

476 

 

 

 

1064 

 

 

1063II 

 

 

 

1038 

1039 

 

1911-42 

 

 

1932 

 

1919 

1912-21 

1926-32 

1926-32 

Waadt – Lausanne 

Asile des Aveugles 

Le Foyer pour Aveugles 

 

62 

71 

 

151 

156 

 

1911-43 

1911-32 

Zürich  

Schweiz, Blindenheim-Leihbibliothek 

Frauen Blindenheim Dankesberg 

Blindenheim fur Manner 

Kant. Blindenfürsorgeverein 

 

366 

367 

379 

507 

 

935 

870 

934 

936 

 

1911-42 

1911-32 

1911-34 

1912-41 

For Sale: Soldier stamp collection 
7 binders WW I; 29 binders WW II 

Including 7 catalogs 

Phone 518-789-3594 

Rudy Schaelchli 

AHPS members may run two free 

non-commercial ads of this size a 

year – or one twice this size.  Send 

copy to the Editor. 
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117/32 
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4 Zumstein SpezialKatalog XXV. Auflage, Band 2, 

Bern, pub 2000, Section 14 Portofreiheitsmarken 

Fryer, Gavin, Blindman's Mail - How the Blind have 

been served by the Post, published by the author, 
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     You’ll catch more flies with honey  

     than you care to. 

 
Fig. 6.  1922, 24 May, Switzerland franchise stamp with No. 
141 allocated to Bernisher Blinden-Fürsorgeverein at Bern 
within the city. 

 

Fig. 5.  1924, 21 October, Switzerland franchise stamp with 
No. 402 allocated to Ostschweiz Blindenfürsorgeverein at St 
Gallen, to Stein 

 

Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 
 

 

Inquiries or Membership:  

    Albrik J. Wiederkehr, Rue du Carroz 5, CH-1278 La Rippe 
    E-mail: albrikwi@bluewin.ch 
Website: http://www.ganzsachen.ch 
 
 

 

BUYING / SELLING 
WORLD COINS 

Specializing in coins and medals of 

SWITZERLAND 
 

U.S. Distributor of 
Modern Schützentaler 

 

Craig Keplinger 
Keplinger World Coins 

P O Box 5123 
CORALVILLE IA 52241 

Website: www.numiswiss.com 
PH: (319)339-9447; FAX: (319)339-9465 

Email: keplingercoins@mchsi.com 

 

 

mailto:albrikwi@bluewin.ch
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AHPS at NABA Stans 
(Continued from page 3)  Some of the 

AHPS members in attendance were John Bereuter, 

Ian Gilchrist, Fritz Graf, Dick Hall, Bruce 

Marsden, Steve Opheim, Mike Peter, George 

Smith, Harlan and Helen Stone, Jan Topholm, and 

me.  We were joined by Yolanda Hall, Leslie 

Marsden, and Elsa Struble.  Many of our Swiss 

members were there too, of course, and I apologize 

for not making a list of them too. 

Several of us went to dinner together most 

nights; it isn’t difficult to eat well in Switzerland! 

I was impressed by the youth pro-

gram.  There were not only a good repre-

sentation of youth exhibits (see the article 

on Florent Chèvre), but a variety of activi-

ties.  One creative one was two mazes, side 

by side, built of plywood; two kids compete 

to see which can blow (with a straw) a 

stamp through the maze fastest! 

Several of us attended the awards 

dinner, which was held in the restaurant on 

top of the Stanserhorn.  The dinner ticket 

(CHF 150!) included a ride up the new 

Stanserhorn cablecar.  This new car is a double-

decker; you can ride in the enclosed lower cab, or 

in the open upper part (as I did; it has high rail-

ings).  The ride up gave us spectacular scenery, 

and the ride down at night was magical! 

I encourage more of you to make the pil-

grimage to the next NABA, which should be in 

2018 (or maybe 2019?). 

 

Florent Chèvre: Sophie 

Buser award winner 
The AHPS contributed its Sophie Buser award to 

NABA Stans to award to a youth exhibitor at that 

show.  The award was won by Florent Chèvre for 

his exhibit on Pro Juventute stamps. 

 Florent Chèvre is twenty years old, and 

lives in Vicques in canton Jura.  He attends school 

in Lausanne where he is studying 

microtechnology.  He also enjoys playing the piano, 

playing computer games, hiking and skiing, and 

spending time with his friends. 

 Florent started to collect stamps at age 8 or 

9 as a result of a summer course with Marc-André 

Montavon.  Florent soon started to collect Pro 

Juventute stamps.  Florent first exhibited at the 

Level 3 show in Olten in 2006 and earned a gold 

award.  Always with contin-

ued coaching by Montavon, 

he moved up to a Level 2 

show in Zürich and in 2011 a 

Level 1 show in Chur, both 

times winning gold awards.  

The NABA show in Stans 

was his last opportunity to 

enter as a youth; his exhibit 

was chosen as the best youth 

exhibit there as well as the 

Sophie Buser award winner. 

 We wish Florent well in his career as well 

as his stamp collecting and exhibiting.  We are 

pleased to have been able to participate in the 

Swiss youth exhibiting scene through our Sophie 

Buser award. 

 
Left to right: Elsa Struble, Dick and Yolanda Hall, Mike Peter, 
Helen and Harlan Stone, George Struble 

 

  I. G. STAMPS   SWITZERLAND 
  Please visit my Web site: http:www.igstamps.com 
 Over 6000 offers of Swiss stamps and Postal history. 

 Each item has a brief description and picture. 

 You can search for your particular collecting interest. 

 As not all my stock will be listed I welcome your wants list. 

 Those members who do not have a computer please contact me.  I will send you a 
printed copy of your collecting interests. 

Ian Gilchrist, I. G. Stamps, PO Box 15, Harrogate HG11 1SL, England 

E Mail admin@igstamps.com 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall 

I just returned from NABA Stans where I was honored to accept on behalf of all the contributors to 

our book, Philately of Switzerland – An Introductory Handbook, a Large Gold medal in their literature 

competition.  In my view, this is the ultimate compliment from the Swiss.  Several people at Stans told me 

that this book needed to be written and that it was a shame that the Swiss didn’t do it.  But as Michael 

Rutherfoord once told me the Swiss couldn’t write this book because in their pursuit of perfection would 

they would never be able to dot the last i and cross the last t.  Sometimes 95% is good enough!  Anyway, we 

should all be proud of this achievement and Bruce Marsden tells me that there are only 8 copies left, so if 

you want one, you’d better get your checkbook out. 

As you will read elsewhere, our members did very well at NABA Stans with several Large Golds 

and Golds awarded.  A separate article on pages 3 and 4 has a full rundown on the winners there. 

I’d like to share one item I picked 

up in Stans.  The Swiss Post arranged to 

have the designers of several recent stamps 

at NABA to autograph items for collectors.  

Max Spring, the designer of this year’s 

Swiss Europa stamp, was one of those pre-

sent.  I asked him to autograph a first day 

cover of the Europa stamp.  He asked me 

where I was from and when I told him the 

United States, he drew a cowboy looking 

over the Alps on my cover (Figure 1).  I now 

have a very personalized memento of 

NABA Stans. 

The new “little” Zumstein catalog is 

available as an app for your smart phone or 

iPad for the same price as the print catalog 

(35Fr).  I had already purchased my print 

copy when I learned of this option.  I know many of us would be interested in knowing how it works, so if 

one of you wants to install the app on your device, we would all like to hear from you about it. 

 

The Swiss Post has released the quantities issued of several issues from 2010 and 2011. 

 

Zumstein Issue              Quantity Issued 

                 (in millions) 

1335-1337 Basel Fasnacht strip of 3  3.0 

Centenary of Swiss Flight 
1338 85c Ernest Failloubaz  1.2 

1339 1 Fr Civil Aviation  1.2 

1340 1.30 Fr Geo Chavez  0.8 

1341 1.80 Fr Sport Aviation  0.7 

1342 International Year of Biodiversity  1.5 

1343 Centennial of the Cancer League  1.0 

1344 Federal Festival of Folk Costumes  1.0 

1345 Federal Shooting Festival  1.0 

1346 Federal Festival of Fifes and Drums  1.0 

1347 Centennial of the Federal Association of Jodelers  1.1 

1348 University of Basel  0.8 

1349 Centennial of the Niesenbahn (130,000 sheetlets)  1.3 
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1350 Centennial of the Bernina Line (130,000 sheetlets)  1.3 

1351 Europa - “Heidi”  1.3 

1352 Geneva’s World of the Circus  0.8 

1353 Centennial of the death of Albert Anker  1.2 

1354 Bicentennial of the Swiss Public Utilities Society  0.8 

1355 Centennial of the Zürich Kunsthaus  1.1 

1356 250th Birth Anniversary of Johann Peter Hebel  0.8 

1357 “Jimmy Flitz” (booklet and single stamps)  1.3 

1358 Centennial of the deaths of Henry Dunant and Gustave Moynier  0.6 

Swiss Dinosaurs 
1359 85c Carnivorous Dinosaur (184,000 sheetlets)  1.1 

1360 1 Fr Ichthyosaur (184,000 sheetlets)  1.1 

1361 1.40 Fr Pterosaur (134,000 sheetlets)  1.1 

Optical Art 
1362 85c Red Ball  1.3 

1363 1 Fr Blue Red Black  1.2 

1364 1.40 Fr Circle Red Blue  0.6 

1365 Franz Hohler  0.9 

1366 European Free Trade Association  0.6 

1367 Birth Centennial of Jeanne Hersch  0.8 

1368 Birth Centennial of Rolf Liebermann  0.6 

1369 Birth Centennial of Heinrich Sutermeister  0.5 

1372 Day of the Stamp miniature sheet  0.521 

Christmas 
1373 85c Candle  5.0 

1374 1 Fr Snow Star  6.0 

1375 1.40 Fr Angel  2.4 

Pro Patria - Lake Steamers (including booklets) 
PP313 85c+40c Piemonte  0.7 

PP314 85c+40c Gallia  0.6 

PP315 1 Fr+50c Blüemlisalp  0.8 

PP316 1 Fr+50c La Suisse  0.6 

Pro Juventute (all formats) 
PJ401 85c+40c Security (Baby)  1.1 

PJ402 85c+40c Friendship (two older children)  1.0 

PJ403 1 Fr+50c Confidence (two young children)  1.5 

PJ404 1 Fr+50c Assurance (young boy)  1.1 

Postal Cards 
LUNABA     15,939 

Centennial of the Zürich Kunsthaus     10,818 

Geneva’s World of the Circus     10,980 

Day of the Stamp      22,721 

 

Here’s the latest installment in the post office changes. 

1.  On September 8, 2012, the post office at 8234 Stetten (canton Schaffhausen) was closed  

 [assumed by 8200 Schaffhausen] [K-cancel K 812a was last used on that date] 

2.  On September 14, 2012, the post office at 3295 Rüti bei Büren (canton Bern) was closed  

 [assumed by 3295 Rüti bei Büren] 

3.  On September 15, 2012, the post office at 7524 S-chanf (canton Graubünden) was closed  

 [assumed by 7530 Zernez] [K-cancel K 69a was last used on that date] 

4.  On September 27, 2012, the post office at 8955 Oetwil an der Limmat (canton Zürich) was closed  

 [assumed by 8952 Schlieren] 
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5.  On September 28, 2012, the following post offices were closed: 

 1254 Jussy (canton Genève) [assumed by 1225 Chêne-Bourg] [K-cancel K 621 was last used on that date] 

 9122 Mogelsberg (canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 9125 Brunnadern]  

  [K-cancel K 293a was last used on that date] 

 1318 Pompaples (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1304 Cossonay] 

 1947 Versegères (canton Valais) [assumed by 1934 Le Châble] 

6.  On October 5, 2012, the following post offices were closed: 

1405 Pomy (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1400 Yverdon] 

4954 Wyssachen (canton Bern) [assumed by 4950 Huttwil] [K-cancel K 1504 was last used on that date] 

7.  On October 12, 2012, the post office at 8057 Zürich 57 Hirschwiesen (canton Zürich) was closed  

 [assumed by 8050 Zürich 50 Oerlikon] 

8.  On October 19, 2012, the post office at 4456 Tenniken (canton Basel-Land) was closed  

 [assumed by 4450 Sissach] [K-cancel K 1615 was last used on that date] 

9.  On October 20, 2012, the post office at 6622 Ronco sopra Ascona (canton Ticino) was closed  

 [assumed by 6615 Losone] [K-cancel K 1037 was last used on that date] 

10.  On October 27, 2012, the following post offices were closed: 

8311 Brütten (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8304 Wallisellen] 

7558 Strada (canton Graubünden) [assumed by 7550 Scuol] [K-cancel K 1613 was last used on that date] 

11.  On November 2, 2012, the post office at 1716 Schwarzsee (canton Fribourg) was closed  

 [assumed by 1716 Plaffeien] 

12.  On November 3, 2012, the post office at 6914 Carona (canton Ticino) was closed [assumed by 6911 Noranco] 

[K-cancel K 316a was last used on that date] 

 

Pearl Harbor Impact on Swiss Postal History 
 (Continued from page 2)  December 11, 1941 & Onward - Air mail for the USA was collected at 

the Geneva 2 post office and sent by rail to Barcelona 

with the surface mail (across Vichy France). At Bar-

celona the mail was put onto the Iberia Airlines flight 

to Lisbon. So, no Germans touched the mail. By De-

cember 16, 1941 the Swiss PTT had published a for-

mal change to the 1 December Postal Bulletin 

specifying the new routing for mail to the west. 

 Good luck finding and identifying letters from 

this very small window when the effects of Pearl 

Harbor were being felt half way around the world, in 

tiny Switzerland. To be complete, we should note the 

inbound USA air mail from this time was also cen-

sored by the Germans for a very short period.  See an 

example in Figure 3.  The inbound mail that was 

caught by the Germans in this very short window of 

censorship is more complex to analyze than is the 

Swiss outbound mail, because of wartime vagaries in 

overseas routes and exact airline schedules. 

 

Best TELL article of 2012? 
by George Struble 

The APS has started an archive on its website “Philatelic Articles of Distinction.”  Each of its affiliate socie-

ties may send an article each year.  Your votes determined that TELL’s best article of 2011 was Richard 

Hall’s series on Landi 1939, and it is now in the APS archive.  Please send me your nominee for our best 

article of 2012, to gstruble@willamette.edu by January 15. 

 
Fig. 3.  US inbound letter of November 1941 with typical 
German Frankfurt censorship on reverse and pencil nota-
tions of German censor lower front. 

mailto:gstruble@willamette.edu
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AHPS Website: http://www.swiss-stamps.org 

The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

(AHPS) is a non-profit educational organ-

ization with IRS 501(c)3 status.  AHPS is 

dedicated to the advancement of Swiss 

philately and building a community of 

members who share an interest in Swiss 

philately. 

TELL is the primary means of communication 

among AHPS members.  The goals of TELL 

are 

 inform its readers about Swiss philately 

 support the activities of AHPS 

 provide publishing opportunities for 

research in Swiss philately 

 serve needs of AHPS members 

 

Plan to attend/exhibit at these AHPS 

conventions and shows: 

March 1-3, 2013: TEXPEX – Dallas, TX; 

contact Mike Peter (see above) 

Sept. 2014: INDYPEX – Indianapolis, IN 

2015: NOJEX – New Jersey 

mailto:hfstone@rcn.com
mailto:rheath@kona.net
mailto:rtravis@alum.mit.edu
mailto:bmarsden@verizon.net
mailto:dananielsen@comcast.net
mailto:mpeter@elpacocoatings.com
mailto:rudolfkeller@windstream.net
mailto:eduliba@netzero.net
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President’s Column 

(continued from page 3)   

5)  Our two audio-visual programs have been re-

done and are now available either through APS or 

Dana Nielsen for showing at your local club; 

6)  Our journal TELL, appearing 6 times per year, 

has been consistently excellent in both content and 

graphics, primarily due to George Struble, editor, 

with help fom Dick Hall and numerous article con-

tributors; 

7)  Our auctions and sales circuits have continued 

to run well under the able stewardship of Gordon 

Trotter and Emil Tobler, respectively;   

8)  Dick Hall, working from a project originated 

and developed by Fred Hoadley of our sister socie-

ty, Helvetia-Great Britain, has modified Mr. 

Hoadley's "Digital Library for Swiss Philatelic Re-

search" to make it more easily searchable for U.S. 

users.  The end product brings together all the sec-

ondary journals in English on Swiss philately on a 

single DVD, and will be available as an added ben-

efit of 2013 membership in the Society to those 

who want it, and so indicate at renewal;  

9)  We have supported Chuck LaBlonde's excellent 

new monograph on Post D-Day Swiss Mail to/from 

Great Britain and the Americas; and 

10)  So far, we are still solvent.  We have had to 

take some financial risks over the past two years, 

in order to support publications, but so far, we are 

still afloat, because of the able work of our Treas-

urer, Bruce Marsden. 

If you feel you have derived benefit from 

your membership in AHPS, please renew your 

membership, and if your circumstances permit, 

also please consider a donation to the Society (tax-

deductible to US taxpayers, as we are a 501(c) (3) 

organization).  All contributions will be acknowl-

edged, and may be made either to support the So-

ciety generally, helping to support future 

publications and projects, or may be specifically 

made to support the APS Swiss library section 

naming project, described on page 3 of your Sep-

tember TELL.   

Finally, please mark your calendar for our 

next convention, which is going to be held at 

TEXPEX near the Dallas-Ft. Worth Airport on 

March 1st through 3rd, 2013.  Exhibit forms are 

available on the show's website.  Happy Holidays 

to one and all, and may Swiss philately continue to 

bring you joy in the New Year. 

  

 

AHPS Auction 154 

Prices realized 
 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 

Lot 

# 

Selling 

price $ 
5 60 80 30 143 32 

6 150 81 25 144 20 

8 52 82 40 145 19 

10 95 88 50 146 6 

11 30 89 37 148 20 

14 63 90 62 150 3 

23 44 92 35 151 3 

25 6 94 30 154 4 

26 4 95 50 157 6 

29 25 96 20 158 4 

31 38 104 1.50 159 5 

37 20 106 8 160 5 

41 15 107 14 161 2.50 

42 5 108 9 162 6 

44 2.50 116 9 163 21 

46 7 119 25 164 21 

47 WD 120 32 165 19 

48 WD 122 22 166 26 

50 3.50 123 30 167 23 

53 3 125 225 168 26 

56 4 126 61 169 12 

58 4 127 80 170 40 

59 4 131 35 171 100 

60 15 133 25 172 48 

61 3 134 65 173 10 

65 9 135 25 174 6 

66 3 136 60 175 4 

70 12 137 110 183 10 

74 50 138 19 184 100 

75 100 139 20 189 120 

76 30 140 20 195 16 

78 60 141 32  

79 50 142 26 
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